
SARAH KOWALIS

BFA, Graphic Design
8.04–5.09

University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign

Education

UX Architect
6.14–7.15

LimeRed Studio - Chicago, IL
 
Primary thought-leader on usability and 
experience for websites and web applications in 
the education, non-profit, and social enterprise 
space. Plan and research usability and design 
for interactive projects. Create user personas 
and scenarios. Develop information architecture, 
site maps, and wireframes (low and high 
fidelity). Write user guides and lead client 
training. Assist Creative Director in UI and 
print design when needed.  

UX/UI Graphic Designer
8.11–6.14

The Morton Arboretum - Lisle, IL
 
Collaborate within an 11-person marketing 
team to concept and develop promotional 
strategies. Design UX/UI for in-house 
department micro websites. Design and 
illustrate signage, invitations, and promotional 
materials for print and digital. Art direct 
photography, take photos, create project 
timelines, and collaborate with internal clients 
and outside vendors.

Sr. Graphic Designer
6.12–9.12

Acquity Group/Accenture Interactive - Chicago, IL
 
Collaborate within a 7-person marketing and 
operations team to concept and develop internal 
promotional strategies. Design and illustrate 
signage, invitations, and promotional materials 
for print, digital, interactive, and video. 
Worked on design and planning (website, print 
pieces, and “swag”) for Acquity Group’s first 
digital conference, EVOLVE. 

Art Director
10.09–8.11

Niven Marketing Group - Carol  Stream, IL
 
Apply and design graphics for point of purchase 
retail displays. Design in-house promotional 
materials and email campaigns. Attend press 
runs for color correction and quality assurance 
for final artwork. Have worked with multiple 
substrates and print processes including  
lithography, screen printing, and digital. 

Work History

Principal and UX Lead
7.15–Present

UpHoist -  Chicago, IL + Seattle, WA
 
Own and manage UpHoist, a small design  
and development agency that specializes  
in custom web and application development.  
Lead and execute all User Experience and  
front-end development. 

My name - 
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sarahkowalis.com

UX Designer I I I
5.17–2.18

Amazon -  Seattle, WA
 
Primary UX and UI Designer for Amazon Inspire. 
Amazon Inspire is an open collaboration 
service that helps educators discover, 
gather, and share educational content. My 
responsibilities included user interviews, 
research, information architecture, 
wireframing, and creating high fidelity 
prototypes for Inspire’s public beta launch. 

Most Recent Work

http://www.sarahkowalis.com/


Ms. Tech Mastermind Series - Presenter 
7.15

1871 - Chicago, IL
 
Was selected to lead a lunch and learn on  
transitioning from graphic design into  
User Experience.  
ms-tech.co

2 Night Stand Participant 
9.14

Bright Bright Great - Chicago, IL
 
Was selected to participate in 2 Night Stand,  
a weekend long creative bender exploring future 
automotive interactions. 

2nightstand.com 

Sr. Graphic Designer
6.14–8.14

EPIC - Chicago, IL
 
Was selected to participate in the EPIC  
(Engaging Philanthropy, Inspiring Creatives) 
Summer 2014 rally group for the organization, 
Twist Out Cancer. Was in charge of creating  
a new website design, responsive prototype for 
a homepage, and designing and building a new 
email campaign. 

iamepic.com

Designer
Summer of 2009 + 2010

CUDO Gives - Surface 51 in Champaign, IL
 
Participated in an intense, yet hugely  
satisfying one-day create-a-thon for 2 
non-profit organizations in the Champaign- 
Urbana community. Work included identity  
design and print collateral.

thecudo.org/portfolio/cudo-gives

Fluent:
Adobe CC (Photoshop, Illustrator, InDesign), 
Html5, CSS3, Bootstrap, Webflow, Balsamiq,  
InVision App, and Git from the command line 
(version control)

Functional:
LESS, SASS, Flexbox, Java Script, PHP, and Node

Content Management Systems:
CraftCMS, WordPress, Drupal, Webflow CMS,  
Refinery for Ruby on Rails, and Squarespace

Community +  Volunteer

Ski l ls
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uphoist.co

e - sarah@uphoist.co

p - 217-855-6175 

My company -

http://ms-tech.co
http://2nightstand.com
http://iamepic.org 
http://thecudo.org/portfolio/cudo-gives 
http://uphoist.co

